
By Will Drews 

 

As you are driving around or walking through the woods this time of 

year, you may notice a brilliant red compact to large shrub. That very 

well could be the invasive Burning Bush (Euonymus alatus), aka Winged 

Burning Bush. Burning Bush is a woody perennial plant in the Staff Vine 

Family (Celastraceae). It has opposite, toothed leaves and inconspicuous 

greenish-yellow flowers that turn into reddish-purple capsule fruit with 

red aril covered seeds when ripe.  

 

Burning Bush can be a prolific seed producer. The fruits are readily con-

sumed by birds that spread them far and wide. The problem is com-

pounded because Burning Bush is heavily used in landscaping. Lots of 

homes and businesses throughout Indiana have large mature shrubs or 

Burning Bush hedges. Besides seed production, Burning Bush also can 

reproduce clonally through layering, where a branch comes into contact 

with the ground and roots to produce a new plant. 

 

There are several native species of Euonymus in Indiana with the most 

common being Eastern Wahoo (Euonymus atropurpureus). The invasive 

Burning Bush can be distinguished from the native Eastern Wahoo by 

having smaller, more narrow and elliptical leaves without a pronounced 

petiole, generally having pronounced wing-like protrusions on the young 
stems, and having smaller, more purple capsules. 

Eastern Wahoo makes a great replacement 

shrub for Burning Bush in landscaping. 

Fall is for Fall Foliage and for Spotting Burning Bush! 
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Upcoming Events: 

• SICIM Steering   
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• Training Opportuni-
ties 

 

See the calendar on our 
website to see all of 
the events: http://
www.sicim.info/ 
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Burning Bush’s fall foliage and conspic-

uous “wings” 

Burning Bush shrubs standing out along a roadside in Knox County. 
Burning Bush capsules open and revealing the 

seeds covered with red arils 
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By Bill Schmeltzer 

This time of year has had different names over the years, but 

regardless of the term you use it is a great time to review the land, 

make plans and continue executing invasives control. During this time 

of year with early frosts, crisp air and less oppressive sunlight, it can 

be very pleasant to take long walks and spend time walking where 

you haven’t been in a while. When you reach areas that you don’t 

know inch by inch, slow way down; you may notice invasives as you 

haven’t before.  
The first frosts will kill many tender plants and induce dormancy in 

others. It will also reveal previously hidden patches of invasive plants. 

One standout is Amur honeysuckle (aka bush honeysuckle); it doesn’t 

quickly die back like many surrounding plants and thus stands out. If 

you don’t delay, you may still be able to start a chemical control effort 

before dormancy sets in. Once it is dormant (characterized by yellowing or falling leaves), it will not take up a foliar application as 

it would during warmer months. Watch for other stand outs as you roam. 

 

The season also brings changes in plant colors as chlorophyll production is 

reduced. The leaves on many plants quickly lose their green and reveal their 

underlying pigment/color, which can be useful. One expression in the invasives 
community is, “Invasives are the last to brown in the Fall and the first to green in 

the Spring.” This is a broad generality and is not all inclusive, but it can be helpful. 

Walk around regularly in this season and take note of where green remains; that 

green may be an invasive plant. Do you notice the green of Wintercreeper where 

the surrounding plants had hidden it before? Do the quantity of leaves and leaf 

colors of surrounding trees have you noticing an oddity…could it be Tree of 

Heaven? Yes, this time of year is great for noticing singular oddities or a large 

patch that is not browning out or dying back as other areas are, these instances 

are worth a closer look to understand what is happening and perhaps discover 

previously unknown invasives. 

Another great aspect to this time of year is the somewhat abrupt change in scenery. After months of seeing masses of greenery 

everywhere, now you can really see the lay of the land. While it is still fresh in your memory recall what you didn’t like about the 

summer display of foliage and where you could grow some native plants to improve the view, control erosion or enhance the 

quality of the soil. Now is the time to sketch out where you want or need environment friendly plants.  
With a notated sketch of location, qualities of the area (sloping, depression, run-off or hilltop) along with prevalent sun and wind 

characteristics, you are ready to select suitable plants. A strong presence of native plants can be an effective barrier to an 

invasives infestation. And a diverse selection of plants may give you an area that is self-sustaining and virtually maintenance free, 

this gives you time for other activities. 

Many have used the warm months to clear out invasives and improve the quality and value of the land. Gardeners know the 

phrase, “Nature abhors bare ground;” this means it is time to get seed in the ground, so the invasives don’t return.   

At a recent talk, Michael Wilhite of the Orange County SWCD related some hard won experiential knowledge on procedures 

and tips for planting natives where invasive were previously were, and these were reinforced by Evie Phelps of Hoosier National 

Forest who had similar experiences. Here are some of the highlights: 

• The right plant in the right location. Not all plants thrive in all locations. 

• Remove the dead, bad vegetation from the planting site. Some plants, thought to be dead, may re-root. 

• Do not till or rotovate. Weed seeds in the ground (the seed bank) may be enabled to sprout and grow. 

• Do not fertilize; natives do not need it. 

• Plant many different types of plants; practice bio-diversity, not monoculture. 

• Do not plant more than 25% of any one plant. 

Continued on page 3. 

Amur honeysuckle standing out in late November. 

Wintercreeper still green in late winter. 
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By Mary Hallinan 

 

On Wednesday, September 18th, the Morgan County Soil and Water 

Conservation District brought together 20 women of all ages and backgrounds 

for the first Women 4 the Land Learning Circle in Morgan County. The forest 

conservation theme inspired attendance by women landowners in Indiana with a 

range of backgrounds and forest stewardship goals. Rachel Peine played host to 

the gathering at her family’s farm, which has been actively managed for 

generations and is part of a conservation easement.  

 

Lisa MacPhee, First Deputy of Morgan County SWCD, was the event organizer 

and the group was led by Doris Scully, the NRCS Delivery Team Leader, and 

Brittany Wolford, the NRCS Soil Conservationist serving Hendricks & Marion 

Counties. Seated in a circle the women were encouraged to share their stories 

and learn about forestry conservation topics. Amy Spalding the National Forestry 

Initiative Forester with the National Wild Turkey Federation gave a historical 

narrative on forests in Indiana and answered questions about forestry 

management practices. Mary Hallinan, Regional Specialist for the Indiana Invasives 

Initiative serving Morgan County provided an 

overview of invasive plants that pose a threat 

to forested areas and fielded questions about 

managing invasive plants. Over lunch, attendees 

talked in detail about their specific property 

concerns and were offered technical assistance 

from conservation partners. The day 

culminated in a group hike with practical 

discussions of forest management and invasives 

control practices. The beauty of the Peine Farm 

was an inspiring backdrop for the gathering, 

and the Women 4 the Land Forestry Learning 

Circle was an ideal way to bring Hoosier 

women together in support of conservation. 

 

For more information about the Women 4 the 

Land program, contact your local SWCD/

NRCS office. 

Women 4 the Land Forestry Learning Circle in Morgan County  

Amy Spaulding and participants looking at Japanese 

Stiltgrass (Photo courtesy of Mary Hallinan). 

Group shot at the Peine Farm (Image courtesy of Lisa McPhee). 

Harvest Time cont. 

 

• Dormant seeding is done between early November and mid-February. Many natives require the cold moist Winter conditions to 

germinate in the Spring. 

• Broadcast seeding is easiest for small (under an acre) areas. Mix seed with an inert carrier such as non-clumping, unscented cat 

litter at a ratio of 1 part seed to 5 parts litter. 

• Seed to soil contact is critical for success. 

• Be patient. It may take 3 years for your planted area to come into its full glory. In the first year some natives will put their energy 

into root development. 

• Contact your local SWCD to see if they have a funding program for your planting. 

Indiana has several climate zones, widely varied terrain and soil characteristics, thus it is best to consult your local SWCD office and 

Extension office for plant recommendations for your situation. Education efforts continue through the Fall and Winter months. SICIM 

will post events at www.sicim.info as we are aware of them. Be sure to ask your local group for their schedule and get placed on their 

mailing list. 
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In the Northwest: 

ArrowHead Country RC&D River Rafting Expedition 

SICIM's northwest Regional Specialist, Erica Luchik, participated in Arrowhead Country RC&D River Rafting Expedition at 

Tippecanoe River State Park the first two weeks of September. This event hosted about 100 high school students per day from 

the 10-county region. Students rafted on the Tippecanoe River while stopping at various stations to learn about natural resource 

topics, one being how invasive species negatively impact riparian areas.  

 

Prairie Trails Workday 

The Prairie Trails Club is partnering with a newly forming CISMA in Starke and Pulaski County to have an invasive species 

workday on the North Judson Erie Trail. This workday is on Saturday, November 16th at 9am CST and the focus will be on 
Siberian Elm. Meet at the rest park at the intersection of State Rd. 10 and County Rd. 250 just east of North Judson, IN.  

 

Central Indiana: 

Childs Elementary Service-Learning 

On Wednesday, October 16th, central Regional Specialist Mary Hallinan lead over seventy-five 6th grade students from Childs 

Elementary in Bloomington in a service-learning field day focused on invasive plants. In Ms. Smith’s class, 6th graders cover a unit 

on invasive species in their curriculum, which culminated in this outdoor opportunity. Splitting into smaller groups, some focused 

on creating videos to identify invasive species. Others assisted in maintaining the new raingarden installation or removing invasives 

and other undesirable vegetation from the other garden spaces on school grounds. A third party concentrated on collecting and 

spreading seed from native plants for a monarch planting area. Hallinan noted that “the students had an excellent understanding 

on why invasives species are a concern. They asked great questions and were energetically engaged in the day’s activities, despite 

the chilly weather.”  

 

In the East: 

Henry County Removes Invasive Plant Species 

The newly formed Henry County CISMA, the HC-RIPS (Henry County Removes Invasive Plant Species), hosted their second 

Weed Wrangle Indiana on September 29th at Memorial Park in New Castle Indiana. They worked to clean out Asian bush 

honeysuckle, autumn olive, Norway maple and more from the park with a hard-working crew of about 14 volunteers. Keep up the 

good work guys!   

 

Rush County Women’s Learning Circle 

SICIM’s  East Central Regional Specialist Liz Yetter was invited to speak with a group of women landowners who meet monthly in 

Rush county to discuss everything from conservation farming, what it means to be a woman in agriculture, pollinators patches and 

the latest developments in food-grade corn products.  October’s topic was invasive plants, Liz was able to join the ladies for a 

round table type discussion on invasive plants and help guide them in the management of their wooded and non-cropland areas.  

 

Franklin County Upcoming Event 

There is a Women’s Learning Circle event coming up November 7th at the Franklin County Public Library, 919 Main Street, 

Brookville, IN 47012 Brookville Indiana starting at 9:30. Join us in an ID training and discussion on the impact of invasive plants. 

The morning will be an open discussion and information on invasive plants. In the afternoon we will head to Brookville town Park 

for hands-on training on how to identify common invasives and discuss how to remove them. Snacks, Drinks, lunch, and dessert 

provided.  Please wear closed-toed shoes and be prepared to be outside. If interested please RSVP to Katie Hardin at 765-647-

2651 ext. 3 or via email at Kathleen.hardin@in.nacdnet.net by November 3rd.  

SICIM Regional Specialist Highlights Across the Heartland 



Southern IN 
Cooperative Invasives 

Management  
1919 Steven Ave.  
Bedford, IN 47421 

Phone: (812) 653-5563  
Email: 

sicim.info@gmail.com  
 

The SICIM Mission:  

Protect, restore, and enhance southern Indiana’s landscapes by coordinating 

efforts to identify, prevent, and control invasive species. 

SICIM is a Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area (CISMA) encompassing 35 counties in 

Southern Indiana as well as a non-profit since 2009. We are comprised of a Steering Committee as 

well as three active sub-committees: Communications, Financial, and Organizational and Development 

Committees. 

For counties included, please visit our website sicim.info and click on our About tab. 

To find out how to get more involved with SICIM please email us at sicim.info@gmail.com or call 

(812) 653-5563. 

 

Images of SICIM Regional Specialists in the Field 
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Visit our website! 
www.sicim.info  

https://www.facebook.com/

sicim35/ 

New on Instagram!  

Follow us @ sicimcwma 

New on YouTube!  
https://www.youtube.com/

channel/

UCegnVRjBpzScks1XUqINI0

g  

Liz Yetter with HC-RIPS volunteers at their Fall 

Weed Wrangle event 

Erica Luchik with Arrowhead Country 

RC&D River Rafting Expedition 

Mary Hallinan demonstrating plant ID to 

Childs Elementary students. 
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