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Battling Invasives
BEDFORD — Cheryl Coon, 

forest botanist with the United 
States Department of Agriculture 
Forest Service and the Hoosier 
National Forest, participated in 

the Lawrence 
County Soil 
and Water 
Conservation 
District’s an-
nual meeting 

last week, speaking on a subject 
that is very important to her — 
invasive species.

Coon grew up in northeast 
Ohio, graduated from Hiram 
College and earned a master’s 
degree in plant biology from the 
University of Maryland. She has 
been with the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice for almost 18 years, with 
the past four years having been 
spent with the Hoosier National 
Forest in Bedford.

She is involved with the grass-
roots initiative: Keeping In-
vasives in Check in Lawrence 
County. She has been involved 
with eliminating invasives for 
the past 14 years with her work 
on the Hoosier National Forest 
and Wayne National Forest.

“Invasive species are non-na-
tive plants, animals or microbes 
that pose serious threats to hu-
man health and well-being, the 
environment and our economy,” 
she said.

“I have worked with local CIS-
MAs (Cooperative Invasive Spe-
cies Management Areas) in both 
Indiana and Ohio. I was on the 
steering committee of the OIPC 
(Ohio Invasive Plant County) 
while in Ohio, and am now on 
the steering committee of SICIM 
(Southern Indiana Cooperative 
Invasives Management) that 
covers 35 counties in south-cen-
tral Indiana. As botanists, inva-
sives are a large part of what we 
deal with as Forest Service land 

managers and stewards of natu-
ral ecosystems.”

She said KIC began as a result 
of a conversation with Teena 
Ligman (retired from the for-
est service), Whitney Baldwin 
and Christina Bruce of the  LC-
SWCD, Ophelia Davis of the 
Lawrence County Extension 
Service and Bill Schmeltzer, a 

local community member and 
Master Gardener.

“We knew there was money 
available to start a local CISMA 
and we decided to start one in 
Lawrence County,” Coon said. 
“We knew there were opportu-
nities to teach county residents 
about invasives and how to treat 
them to benefi t the health of 
their lands and communities.” 

Fighting invasives
“At the KIC level, we want to 

educate people about what spe-
cies are invasives, what impacts 
invasive species have on our 
natural ecosystems and agricul-
tural systems, how to get rid 
of them and alternative species 
they can plant that are not inva-

BY JEFF ROUTH
jrouth@tmnews.com

Forest botanist resolved to fi ght the spread of non-native plants

TALES OF THE TIMES

Times-Mail / RICH JANZARUK
BEDFORD — Cheryl Coon, botanist with the United States Department of Agriculture Forest Service 
and the Hoosier National Forest, holds up a garlic mustard plant she pulled from Murray Forest Park on 
Friday. The plant is an invasive species brought over from Europe.

Steps outlined for railroad abandonment
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Surface 

Transportation Board on Tuesday ruled 
on steps that must be taken before CSX 
Transportation can fully abandon 62 
miles of railroad tracks from New Albany 
to near Bedford. The Surface Transporta-
tion Board granted an exemption to the 
abandonment. 

Concurrently, the board also issued a 
Notice of Interim Trail Use (NITU), effec-
tive on Feb. 27.

In December of 2017, the Indiana Trails 
Fund fi led a request for the issuance of 
the notice to establish interim trail use 
and rail banking along the line under the 
National Trails System Act. In January of 
2018, the City of New Albany also fi led 
a request for an NITU. The Indiana Trail 
Fund and the City of New Albany also 
have submitted statements of willingness 

to assume fi nancial responsibility for the 
right-of-way and have acknowledged that 
the use of the right-of-way for trail pur-
poses is subject to possible future recon-
struction and reactivation of the right-of-
way for rail use.

In response to the the requests for 
NITU, CSX notifi ed the board it is willing 
to negotiate an agreement with the enti-
ties.There is a 180-day period set aside for 
negotiation, ending Aug. 27. If an agree-
ment is reached before the 180-day period 
is over, the railroad and trail parties must 
notify the Surface Transportation Board 
within 10 days. If no agreement is reached 
in that time frame, CSX must maintain 
the right-of-way until Sept. 8, when the 
public use condition will expire. 

The Indiana Trails Fund has requested 
that CSX be prohibited from disposing 
of the corridor other than the tracks, ties 

BY JEFF ROUTH
jrouth@tmnews.com

SCRIPTURE
“The God of our fathers raised 

Jesus from the dead — whom 
you had killed by hanging him on 
a tree.”

— Acts 5:30

DEATHS
BEDFORD

Alice M. Stearns, 83
MITCHELL

Mildred Anne Chastain, 87
Ernest Howard Survance, 71

ELSEWHERE
Ruby C. (Phillips) Conrad, 94, 

French Lick
Helen Mary (Willis) Gooch, 

83, Paoli
Donald Lee Qualkinbush, 77, 

Salem
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Another
use for
failed
drug?

A drug that failed to treat os-
teoarthritis pain could be used 
for opioid addiction treatment.

Indiana University researchers 
found a compound, known as 
LY2828360 that has the poten-
tial to prevent opioid addiction, 
reduce opioid withdrawal symp-
toms and be used in place of opi-
oids to treat neuropathic pain. 
This compound could also be on 
the market relatively quickly be-
cause it has already been proven 

BY MICHAEL RESCHKE
mreschke@heraldt.com 

see DRUG page A6

Courtesy graphic

This map shows the route of the proposed CSX Railroad line abandonment from Bed-
ford to New Albany. The route goes through Mitchell, Orleans and Salem.see RAILS page A6
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Rule would ban sale of invasive species

AUBURN — A 2012 
survey of 120 agencies 
and landowners in Indi-
ana found $5.7 million was 
spent to manage invasive 
species and protect natural 
areas. The cost grows every 
year.

A new Terrestrial Plant 
Rule drafted by the Indiana 
Department of Natural Re-
sources this month aims to 
ban future sales of invasive 
species in Indiana. Until 
now, Indiana did not have 
a “do not sell” list of terres-
trial plants. The only ban 
previously existing per-
tains to aquatic species and 
went into effect in 2012.

DNR Division of Ento-
mology and Plant Pathol-
ogy Director Megan Abra-
ham is one of nine people 
helping with the new rule.

“These are all plants 
that have been accessed 
through a tool as invasive. 
There were various factors 
taken into consideration 
such as how they repro-
duce, the type of climate 
they thrive in and how 
often they’ve moved off 
target from a target area,” 
Abraham said.

The list includes 45 
plants, shrubs and trees. 

All of the plants in ques-
tion can be found at 
https://www.entm.purdue.
edu/iisc/invasiveplants.
php#developed.

If the effort to pass the 
new rule is successful, the 
plants will be added to In-
diana’s Do Not Sell list, ef-
fective 9-12 months from 
now.

Some of the more com-
monly known plants on 
the list include garlic mus-
tard, the common name for 
Alliaria petiolata; poison 
hemlock, Conium macu-
latum; Dame’s rocket, Hes-
peris matronalis; and pur-
ple loosestrife, Lythrum 
salicaria.

On the national level, 
agricultural and control 
costs due to invasive plants 
are estimated at $15 billion 
annually, and yet most of 
these reportedly are still 
for sale at garden shops.

An invasive species is 
not just any plant that isn’t 
native to its region. Rather, 
it is defi ned as “a plant that 
is not native to that region 
that grows so aggressively 
that it harms the ecosys-
tem,” said Martha Bishop, 
owner of Riverview Native 
Nursery in Spencerville.

Bishop points to na-
tive viburnum and inva-

sive honeysuckle as ex-
amples. Viburnum berries 
are about 48.7 percent fat, 
which helps birds over 
the cold winter months. 
Honeysuckle, on the other 
hand, offers only 0.7 per-
cent fat in its berries.

Invasive plants harm 
wildlife by crowding out 
plants that native animals 
need for food and cover; 
reducing habitats for bene-
fi cial pollinators and pred-
atory insects; and reducing 
the amount of food avail-
able for birds to feed their 
young. Invasive plants also 
destroy habitats for rare 
wildfl owers and animals, 
threatening two-thirds of 
all endangered species.

Even a few invasive 
plants can cause quite a 
headache, DeKalb County 
Extension educator Elysia 
Rodgers said. Field bind-
weed, for example, can 
stay in a bird’s system for 
more than 144 hours.

“That can spread quite 
a long way,” Rodgers said. 
“One or two doesn’t seem 
like a huge deal, but it can 
turn into a problem.”

Until the measure passes 
and goes into effect, the 
DNR and the Indiana Na-
tive Plant & Wildfl ower 
Society will continue to 
educate the public.

“In the meantime, we 
educate people as best as 
we can in the hopes that 

public demand will turn 
the tide on these plants,” 
Abraham added.

Bishop is a co-chair of 
the INPAWS program com-
mittee. The organization 
plans a quarter of its events 
to include stewardship, in-
cluding going on sites to 
clean up invasives such as 
garlic mustard and honey-
suckle regularly.

“We have a very active 
stewardship and com-
munity partnership with 
extensions and local pre-
serves. We’re leaving the 
parks and green areas a 
better place. We’ve made 
a commitment to help,” 

Bishop said. She hopes to 
see more native plants in 
garden landscapes.

“My hope is more people 
would see them to increase 
awareness of the effects 
they have. We’d rather 
have a nursery sell a non-
harmful, non-native ben-
efi cial plant, even if it’s not 
native,” she added.

The Indiana Native Plant 
and Wildfl ower Society is 
encouraging the public to 
contact the state govern-
ment to help move the 
measure forward. People 
can go to in.gov/gov/2752.
htm; select the topic Natu-
ral Resources, Department 

of; enter their contact in-
formation; add a message 
that they’d like to see the 
draft Terrestrial Plant Rule 
that makes it illegal to sell 
highly invasive plants in 
Indiana move forward; and 
hit submit.

For those who are un-
certain about about add-
ing a plant to a landscape 
in fear that it might be an 
invasive species, Abraham 
said, “Call us at (866) 663-
9684 if you have concerns 
or suspicions. It’s better to 
have a false alarm than to 
fi nd out later that we could 
have done something, but 
didn’t.”

BY EMELINE RODENAS
The (Auburn) Star

The proposed list includes 45
invasive plants, shrubs and trees

On the web
More resources on 

invasive plants may be 
found at:
• Indiana Department 

of Natural Resources: 
in.gov/dnr/naturepre-
serve/4736.htm;
• Indiana Invasive Spe-

cies Council: https://www.
entm.purdue.edu/iisc/;
• Indiana Native 

Plant and Wildfl ower 
Society: inpaws.org/the 
Nature Conservancy at 
nature.org/cs/groups/
webcontent/@web/@
indiana/documents/
document/prd_256311.
pdf?redirect=https-301;
• Indiana Natural 

Resources Commission: 
in.gov/nrc/.

Courtesy photo

Japanese honeysuckle is among those invasive plants 
that would be banned from sale in Indiana if a new rule is 
adopted by the Department of Natural Resources.

Breweries talk about effect of Sunday sales

LAFAYETTE — At noon 
on Sunday, Hoosiers could 
buy alcohol at liquor stores 
and grocery stores. 

Sunday marked the fi rst 
time since the 1930s that 
people could grab a pack 
of beer or bottle of wine or 

liquor from liquor or gro-
cery stores on a Sunday in 
Indiana.

Indiana Governor Eric 
Holcomb signed the bill 
Wednesday that would 
allow Sunday sales from 
noon to 8 p.m.

But before Sunday, there 
were only a few places peo-

BY SHANNON HALL
Journal & Courier

Many owners unsure how or if the
law change will affect their business

ple in Indiana could go and 
grab beer to-go — brewer-
ies.

The Indiana Legisla-
ture allowed breweries to 
sell their beer on Sundays 
starting in 2010.

Dustin Grove, co-owner 
of Brokerage Brewery, said 
he isn’t too worried.

Brokerage opened in 
mid-December and since 
then, they’ve had a strong 
following for the Sunday 
beer crowd, he said.

“We have a lot of faith in 
our product,” Grove said. 
“We’re not too concerned.”

But no one’s certain how 
the law will all play out, 
said Jim Boros, co-owner 
of the Crawfordsville Back-
step Brewing Co.

“I think it’s going to put a 
dent in our Sunday growler 
sales,” he said.

He said breweries were 
the only kids on the block 

when it came to to-go al-
cohol sales. In Crawfords-
ville, they’re the only brew-

ery within at least 20 miles.
“It shot breweries in the 

arm,” he said.
Backstep Brewing Co. 

began selling its own beer 
in November, so it’s only 
been selling growlers for 
the past few months.

For Backstep Brewing 
Co., the brewery is the 
only place that sells their 
beer, so if people want it 
they’ll still have to come to 
them, Boros said.

“And it’s a different style 
than what the big box 
stores offer,” he said. “With 
the (Sunday) Prohibition 
ending, as a consumer, I’m 
happy. As a brewery owner, 
I wish we had more time.”

People’s Brewing Co. has 
had time to be one of the 
few places people can take 
to-go beer, though.

A typical Sunday cus-
tomer would come in, grab 

a pint, sit and chat for a bit 
before grabbing a growler 
to go, said Chris Johnson, 
owner of People’s Brewing 
Co.

“What we’ve developed 
is more of an experience,” 
he said. “I don’t think we’ll 
lose that crowd.”

A small percentage of 
People’s Sunday’s patron-
age came in just because 
they were one of the only 
places to get carryout beer.

“We probably won’t see 
those people as much,” 
Johnson said.

But because People’s beer 
is sold in liquor stores and 
grocery stores, he thinks 
their sales will go up in 
those retail establishments.

But overall, Johnson is 
not too worried about the 
Sunday sales affecting his 
brewery.

“We’ll see,” he said.

Journal & Courier / JOHN TERHUNE
Curator Mike Vanaman draws a glass of Walking Ashland, a cream ale, on Friday. Brew-
eries are unsure yet as to how Sunday sales will affect them.

Gov. adds to list 
of disaster areas

INDIANAPOLIS — Gov. 
Eric J. Holcomb has de-
clared four more counties 
as disaster areas following 
the heavy rains that trig-
gered widespread fl ooding 
over the past week.

In all, 26 counties are 
included in the disaster 
emergency declarations he 
has issued since the fl ood-
ing started a week ago.

The executive order the 
governor signed Friday in-
cludes Jackson, Kosciusko, 
Newton and Porter coun-
ties. The other counties 
are Harrison, Jasper, Ohio, 

Pulaski, Benton, Clark, 
Crawford, Floyd, Jefferson, 
Spencer, Warrick, Carroll, 
Dearborn, Elkhart, Fulton, 
Lake, Marshall, Perry, St. 
Joseph, Starke, Switzerland 
and White.

The disaster declaration 
means the state Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 
can take necessary actions 
to provide expanded emer-
gency services. It is also re-
quired if the state is going 
to seek assistance from the 
federal government.

The State Emergency 
Operations Center was ac-
tivated Thursday morning.

TheStatehouseFile.com
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Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation.Temperature bands are highs for the day. 
Forecast high/low temperatures are given for selected cities.

Shown are positions of weather systems and precipitation for noon tomorrow. 
Temperature bands are highs for the day.

Lake Levels
Monroe Lake

Patoka Lake

Almanac
Temperatures

Precipitation

Sun and Moon

The Nation
-10s -0s 0s 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 100s 110s

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Occasional 
rain this 
evening

33

TONIGHT

Rather cloudy
55
32

TUESDAY

Mostly cloudy 
and colder

40
25

WEDNESDAY

Cold with 
periods of sun

38
22

THURSDAY
Chilly with 
clouds and 

sun

43
34

FRIDAY

Sunday lake level  ...........  546.62
Normal pool  ..........................  ––
24-hour change  ...............  +0.12

Sunday lake level  ...........  540.10
Normal pool  .....................  548.0
24-hour change  ...............  +0.03

High  ......................................  53
Low  .......................................  30
High year to date  ..................  75
Low year to date  ....................  -9

Yesterday  ..........................  0.00"
Month to date  ....................  0.48"
Year to date  .......................  8.65"

Sunset tonight  ............. 6:43 p.m.
Sunrise Tuesday  .........  7:11 a.m.
Moonrise today  ......... 10:51 p.m.
Moonset today  ............ 9:31 a.m.

Last

Mar 9

New

Mar 17

First

Mar 24

Full

Mar 31 Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2018

Atlanta 63 40 r 53 33 s
Boise 49 27 s 51 37 pc
Boston 40 32 pc 38 35 sn
Buffalo 38 29 sf 40 29 sn
Casper 34 17 s 41 23 s

Charlotte 53 37 r 55 31 pc
Charleston, WV 54 35 r 44 27 sn
Chicago 41 26 sn 32 21 c
Cincinnati 56 32 pc 41 24 sf
Cleveland 44 33 r 39 26 sf

Dallas 69 38 s 59 36 s
Denver 46 19 s 51 24 s
Des Moines 39 24 sn 36 25 pc
Detroit 39 30 sn 39 23 sf
El Paso 68 38 pc 72 49 s
Evansville 55 32 pc 41 26 pc
Grand Rapids 39 28 sn 37 22 sf
Honolulu 79 69 pc 78 67 pc
Houston 74 44 pc 66 41 s
Indianapolis 50 30 pc 37 24 sf
Kansas City 41 26 c 41 23 pc
Las Vegas 67 46 pc 68 51 pc
Los Angeles 79 54 pc 76 51 pc
Louisville 60 34 pc 43 27 sf
Memphis 64 35 s 51 32 s
Miami 80 65 pc 82 60 sh
Milwaukee 39 25 sn 32 20 c
Minneapolis 34 16 sn 30 15 c
Nashville 62 36 pc 47 29 pc
New Orleans 68 51 t 63 46 s
New York City 44 35 pc 37 32 sn
Omaha 36 23 sn 37 22 pc
Orlando 83 62 s 73 46 r
Philadelphia 47 34 pc 37 31 sn
St. Louis 49 30 pc 41 27 pc
Salt Lake City 45 26 s 51 34 s
San Francisco 67 47 pc 65 52 pc
Seattle 51 34 pc 52 41 pc
South Bend 42 28 sn 32 23 sf
Wash., DC 46 36 r 42 33 sh

Statistics for yesterday

 Tuesday Wednesday  Tuesday Wednesday

 Tuesday Wednesday

Kids’ weather
Casen Spires
Springville Elementary

sives,” Coon said. “I par-
ticipate in workshops 
and education outreach 
events. These include pre-
sentations, conferences 
and fi eld days, where we 
walk through an area with 
folks and talk about how 
to identify the invasive 
species we encounter. We 
also work with partners 
to talk about invasive spe-
cies with local school chil-
dren.”

She added that spring is 
a good time for people to 
get involved with counter-
ing invasives, especially 
garlic mustard. She said 
there are two Hoosier Na-
tional Forest events called, 
“It’s All Yours.” One will 
be at the Charles C. Deam 
Wilderness Area near 
Bloomington and the oth-
er at the Pioneer Mothers 
Memorial Forest in Paoli. 
More information is avail-
able by calling (812) 276-
4753.

There are two other op-
portunities to learn more 
about garlic mustard and 

help the community with 
cleanup. The fi rst will be-
gin at 10 a.m. on April 14 
at Spring Mill State Park, 
and the second will be at 
9 a.m. on May 5 along the 
Milwaukee Trail in Bed-
ford. Coon can be contact-
ed at (812) 276-4773 or 
by email at ccoon@fs.fed.
us. 

Contact Times-Mail Staff 
Writer Jeff Routh at (812) 

277-7265 or by email at 
jrouth@tmnews.com.

Times-Mail / RICH JANZARUK
BEDFORD — Cheryl Coon, a botanist with the Hoosier National Forest, walks through Murray Forest Park looking for 
invasive plants Friday.

Common
invasives
Spread through
horticulture sales
• Japanese and bush 

honeysuckle
• Japanese barberry
• Chinese silver grass
• Callery pear
• Princess tree, burn-

ing bush, winter creeper 
and periwinkle
By other means
• Garlic mustard 
• Tree of Heaven
• Chinese lespedeza
• Autumn olive
• Multi-fl ora rose
• Japanese stiltgrass 

Other invasives
(non-plant)
• Emerald ash borer;
• Asian carp
• Eurasian milfoil

Times-Mail / RICH JANZARUK
BEDFORD — Botanist Cheryl Coon wants to rid Indiana of 
invasive species, such as the Japanese honeysuckle and 
garlic mustard plants. For additional information on ways 
the state is working to eliminate non-native plants, see 
today’s page A5.

Tales
From page A1

to be safe for people.
Drug manufacturer Eli Lilly and Co. created the 

compound to treat osteoarthritis pain. During human 
trials, the compound was found ineffective. That’s 
what piqued the interest of Ken Mackie, a professor 
of psychological and brain sciences at IU.

People generally thought different drugs that acti-
vate the same receptor stimulate the same signaling 
pathways in a cell. Researchers in Mackie’s lab found 
this wasn’t the case for a certain type of receptor in-
volved in pain sensation, known as cannabinoid re-
ceptor type 2 or CB2. Mackie thought this discovery 
could be used to determine why pain drugs failed.

“We didn’t go into this thinking about opioids,” he 
said.

Mackie got the experimental compound from Eli 
Lilly in 2014. He began working with Andrea Hohm-
ann, who uses mice to study the mechanisms and de-
velop treatment for pain in her lab at IU. The scientists 
found that while the compound did not work well in 
treating the infl ammatory pain associated with some 
arthritis, it worked well for treating neuropathic pain.

When the sensory system is affected by injury or 
disease, the nerves within that system have trouble 
transmitting sensation to the brain. In some cases 
of diabetes, for instance, people get a feeling often 
described as pins-and-needles in their extremities. 
Sometimes opioids are used to treat this type of pain.

Other experiments found the compound prevented 
opioid tolerance. Like humans, mice that are admin-
istered the opioid morphine need higher doses over 
time to achieve relief because they develop a toler-
ance. When the compound was administered with 
morphine to mice that had neuropathic pain, the 
mice did not build a tolerance to the morphine.

The compound also reduced the severity of opioid 
withdrawal symptoms. Mice were given either mor-
phine alone or morphine in combination with the 
compound and then treated with naloxone, which 
blocks the effects of opioids and causes withdrawal 
symptoms. The compound reduced the severity of 
those symptoms.

The work by IU researchers suggests the compound 
could be used to prevent tolerance in humans, allow-
ing satisfactory pain treatment without the side ef-
fects associated with increased use. It also has the 
potential to help wean people off opioids.

The number of overdose deaths involving opioid 
drugs in the U.S. has nearly tripled from 2002 to 
2015, according to the National Institute on Drug 
Abuse. Hohmann was happy her work could help ad-
dress this crisis.

“We always hope, as basic scientists, that advances 
we make in the laboratory will eventually translate 
into advances that help people,” she said.

The results of the study can be found in the jour-
nal Molecular Pharmacology. In addition to Hohm-
ann and Mackie, other authors on the paper include 
Xiaoyan Lin, a postdoctoral research associate in the 
Gill Center for Biomolecular Science at IU; Amey 
Dhopeshwarkar, assistant scientist; and Megan 
Huibregtse, an undergraduate student at the time of 
the study.

Despite the potential, it’s not clear when, or if, the 
compound will be used to treat opioid addiction and 
neuropathic pain.

“We don’t do human stuff in my lab or Andrea’s,” 
Mackie said. “Hopefully, Lilly or someone else will 
pick it up and run with it.”

Drug
From page A1

and signals during the 180-day period. The railway 
will be prohibited from removing and destroying po-
tential trail-related structures such as bridges, trestles, 
culverts and tunnels.

CSX also will be bound by an Environmental As-
sessment as fi led by the Miami Tribe of Oklahoma. 
The assessment would require CSX to cease all work 
and notify the Offi ce of Environmental Analysis and 
the Miami tribe in the event that any unanticipated 
archaeological sites, human remains, funerary items 
or associated artifacts are discovered during salvage 
activities.

CSX is not limited to negotiating only with Indiana 
Trails and New Albany, but may engage in negotiations 
with other interested persons.

Contact Times-Mail Staff Writer Jeff Routh at (812) 
277-7265 or by email at jrouth@tmnews.com.

Rails
From page A1

Deputy dies at hospital

LEBANON — A central Indiana 
sheriff says a deputy who was shot 
while helping pursue a suspect has 
died at an Indianapolis hospital.

Boone County Sheriff Mike 
Nielsen said in a Facebook post early 
this morning that 34-year-old Depu-
ty Jacob Pickett had died. The sheriff 
wrote that the married father of two 
young children “will be missed by so 
many.”

“Jake is with his savior,” the sheriff 
wrote. “... Carry on Deputy Pickett, 
we will take it from here.”

Pickett had been on life support 
for donation of his organs. His body 
was scheduled to be escorted by po-
lice motorcade this morning to the 
Marion County coroner’s offi ce.

Police said Pickett was shot in the 
head at about 9:30 a.m. Friday as he 

rounded a corner with his police dog 
as they helped chase three men on foot 
in the city of Lebanon, which is about 
20 miles northwest of Indianapolis.

The three men were later captured 
following the pursuit, which led to 
a lockdown of local schools, govern-
ment offi ces and a library in Lebanon 
while offi cers in body armor scoured 
the area for the suspects.

State Police Superintendent Doug 
Carter said investigators believe 
21-year-old Anthony Baumgardt 
shot Pickett. He said Baumgardt was 
shot by offi cers and was at the same 
hospital as Pickett with non-life-
threatening injuries. He is held on a 
preliminary murder charge.

Carter said Friday’s chase began 
after police offi cers serving an ar-
rest warrant for a woman noticed 
28-year-old John D. Baldwin Jr., who 
also had an outstanding arrest war-
rant for allegedly violating his pro-
bation on a conviction for unlawful 
possession of a syringe.

Offi cers ordered Baldwin to stop, 

but he got into a car with his 55-year-
old father, John Baldwin Sr., and 
Baumgardt and they fl ed the scene, 
Carter said.

Offi cers pursued that car as it fl ed 
through the city’s streets, and Pickett 
and other offi cers joined the chase. 
Pickett was shot after the car stopped 
and the occupants fl ed on foot.

  John D. Baldwin Jr. got back into 
the car and drove away before being 
arrested along nearby Interstate 65, 
police said. His father later surren-
dered to police.

Nielsen said Pickett is the fi rst of-
fi cer with the Boone County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce killed in the line of duty since 
1935, when Sheriff John Pepper was 
killed while on duty.

Gov. Eric Holcomb said in a state-
ment that he and his wife, Janet, “are 
stunned and heartbroken” by Pick-
ett’s shooting and feel sorrow for the 
deputy’s wife and children.

“I ask Hoosiers around the state to 
join me in honoring his service and 
dedication,” Holcomb said.

Staff and wire reports

Pickett was held on life
support as organ donor


