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Palmer Amaranth
Amaranthus palmeri

 History
 Annual plant native to 

American southwest

 1990s - Spread to southeast, 
where it became the most 
troublesome weed for cotton

 2010s - Introduced to several 
Midwest states (Michigan, 
Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Minnesota)

 Found recently as a 
contaminant in CRP 
conservation planting seed 
mixes in the Midwest 

 Indiana Distribution: 27 
counties (2013)

 Adaptable, aggressive 
invasive

 Resistant to multiple 
herbicides

 Looks similar to many 
pigweeds and other species



Palmer Amaranth ID
 Foliage: Alternate ovate/diamond leaves, 

sometimes with white watermark, petiole is 
longer than the leaf

 Female & male plants

 Seed heads: long main terminal seed head up to 
3’ long with stiff, sharp bracts that feel prickly 



Autumn Clematis 
Clematis terniflora

 Climbing vine, similar to native 
Clematis (Virgins Bowler), but with 
untoothed leaves 

 Very prolific seeder, seeds have long 
silvery-gray feather-like hairs attached



Autumn Clematis Distribution



Non-native Wisteria
Wisteria sinensis, W. floribunda, 
Wisteria x formosa

 Chinese, Japanese, and Hybrid species

 Hardy/aggressive woody vines in the pea family, 
strangle/shade native trees and shrubs

 Flowers: long dangling pea-like clusters in white, 
lavender, pink, or purple 

 Forms bean-like brown, hairy pods, but mainly spreads 
vegetatively

 White-barked Japanese wisteria twines clockwise, 
Chinese twines counter-clockwise 





Wisteria Distribution 
 1. Wisteria spp.

 2. Chinese Wisteria

 3. Chinese Wisteria 
close up



Porcelain Berry
Ampelopsis glandulosa var. brevipedunculata

 Woody vine that resembles native grapes

 Branched tendrils, Bark is ridged/furrowed, 
leaves vary in lobes, berries range from 
yellow to purple to blue 



Porcelain Berry Distribution



Wineberry
Rubus phoenicolasius

 Perennial shrub from Asia introduced for 
raspberry cultivar breeding stock

 Invades moist open areas, creating extensive 
dense thickets

 Similar to native Rubus species with shiny red 
raspberry-like berries 

 Plants are covered in reddish hairs and 
undersides of leaves are silvery-white/hairy



Wineberry Distribution



Jetbead
Rhodotypos scandens

 Small multi-stem shrub, flowers 
have 4 petals and opposite leaves 
are rough and doubly serrate

 Native to Asia, introduced to US as 
ornamental where it can invade 
forested areas 



Jetbead Distribution 



Small Carpetgrass
Arthraxon hispidus

 Annual wetland grass

 Oval to lance-shaped leaves 

 1-3’ long, heart-shaped bases, harry margins



Small Carpetgrass Distribution  



Mile-a-Minute Vine
Persicaria perfoliata

 Rapidly growing annual vine that invades open 
disturbed areas

 Stems are reddish, highly branched, covered 
with small curved spines

 Leaves are alternate, triangular, light green, and 
barbed underneath

 Small, white, inconspicuous flowers; Fruit are 
metallic blue and segmented



Mile-a-Minute Vine Distribution



Sacred Bamboo 
Nandina domestica

 Small ornamental shrub from Asia

 Shade tolerant, invades forests throughout 
southeast US

 Leaves: alternate, compound, bi or tri pinnately 
compound; Bark has long linear furrows and 
overlapping leaf sheaths

 Flowers: small white flowers in large panicles; 
Green berries mature to bright red fruit



Sacred Bamboo Distribution



Giant Hogweed
Heracleum mantegazzianum

 Biennial or monocarpic perennial that can 
outcompete native species and causes severe 
skin blisters/burns

 Related to invasive wild parsnip and native 
cow parsnip 

 Grows up to 15-20’ tall, hollow stem blotched 
with purple, compound leaves up to 5 feet 
wide with deep lobes

 Large flat-topped white unbel flowers



Giant Hogweed Distribution



Wavyleaf Basketgrass
Oplismenus undulatifolius

 Aggressive perennial grass

 Invades shaded forest habitats

 Spreads from seeds and stolons

 Wavy leaf blades, stems and 
leaves covered in scattered hairs, 
forms spikelets with sticky awns 



Wavyleaf Basketgrass
Distribution



Torpedograss
Panicum repens

 Perennial grass, long creeping rhizomes with pointed (torpedo-like) tips

 Grows in a wide range of habitats, usually riparian areas but also pastures 
and dunes 

 Leaves are 0.3” wide with a whitish, waxy coating



Torpedograss Distribution



Additional Resources 



Video – Palmer Amaranth



Video – Giant Hogweed
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