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Background

• River to River CWMA 
Coordinator

– 2007-2012

• Expanded to 
statewide efforts in 
2012

– Invasive Species 
Campaign

• All taxa



Illinois Wildlife Action Plan

Illinois Comprehensive 
Wildlife Conservation 
Plan & Strategy



7 Priority Action 
Campaigns

• Streams Campaign

• Forests Campaign

• Farmland & Prairies Campaign

• Wetlands Campaign

• Land & Water Stewardship 

Campaign

• Green Cities Campaign

• Invasive Species Campaign
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Invasive Species Campaign

• Challenge #1– Go from general broad action 
statements to on-the-ground results

• Challenge #2- Get people to buy into (and 
then act upon) the need to implement the 
actions necessary to see those results

• Challenge #3 – Tracking the results and 
adapting as needed



Invasive Species Campaign

• Structured, partner-driven approach

• Agencies, NGOs, business, education…

– Subject matter/Ecosystem experts

– Management experts



Invasive Species Campaign

Prioritizes actions and species

• Actions

– Universal management recommendations

– Targeted actions

• Species

– Species impactful to rare and declining wildlife

– Species by habitat type

– Native, rare wildlife impacted by NNIS



ISC Examples

Action #10 – Increase capacity for invasive 
species management in Illinois

– Sub-action a. – Create and enhance existing platforms to 
increase access to technical and financial resources to 
private landowners…

– Sub-action b. – Identify opportunities to establish 
additional Regional Invasive Plant Strike Teams… in the 
state



ISC Examples

Action #14 – Enhance land managers’, land 
owners’, and citizens of Illinois’ knowledge and 
awareness of invasive species

– Sub-action b. – Maintain an updated and 
comprehensive invasive specie website for Illinois

– Sub-action d. – Further incorporate invasive species into 
Master Naturalist/Master Gardener program curriculum



ISC Examples

Forest and Woodlands Campaign Focal Invasive 
Species:

– Exotic invasive shrubs, such as bush honeysuckle, 
autumn olive, common buckthorn, and burning 
bush

– White-nose syndrome

– Garlic mustard

– Feral swine

– Forest insect pests



Invasive Species Campaign

• Vehicle for a structured statewide effort

– Resource for funding requests

• Guide efforts across agencies and regions

• Invasive species considerations built into other 
natural resource work

– Invasive species actions with other campaigns



Illinois Statewide NNIS Efforts

• Education/Awareness

• Regulations

• Mapping/Data Collection

• Control









Illinois Invasive Species Symposium

2014-2018

5 years – 50 presentations



Terrestrial Plants (20)



Terrestrial Plants (20)



Terrestrial Animals (4)
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Aquatics (9)
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Forest Health (6)
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Animal Diseases (3)

Al Hicks, Bugwood,org

Wildlife Epidemiology Lab, UIUC
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General (8)



EDRR Program – Educate public on new  invaders, 
survey, reporting, management
• Invasive plants
• Forest pests
• Plant diseases



Regulations
2005 - Illinois Injurious Species Rule added three Asian carp species
2006 – Emerald Ash Borer Internal Quarantine (*dropped in 2015)
2008 - USEPA amended rules for ballast water discharge to help 
prevent introduction of new aquatic invasive species in the Great Lakes
2012 - External quarantine to prevent introduction of causal agents of 
Thousand Cankers Disease
2013 – Illinois Injurious Species Rule added 27 invasive aquatic plant 
species
2013 - Boat Registration and Safety Act amended to make it illegal to 
operate a vehicle, seaplane, or watercraft if it has any aquatic plants or 
aquatic animals attached
2014 - Wild Swine Admin Rule created
2015 – Illinois Exotic Weed Act added 16 new species to regulated list



Multiflora Rose Purple Loosestrife Japanese Honeysuckle

Illinois Exotic Weed Act
1988



Illinois Exotic Weed Act (525 ILCS 10/)

Previous Regulated List

• Japanese honeysuckle Lonicera japonica
• Purple loosestrife Lythrum salicaria
• Multiflora rose Rosa multiflora
• Glossy buckthorn Frangula alnus
• Kudzu Pueraria montana
• Saw-toothed buckthorn Rhamnus arguta
• Common buckthorn Rhamnus cathartica
• Dahurian buckthorn Rhamnus davurica
• Japanese buckthorn Rhamnus japonica
• Chinese buckthorn Rhamnus utilis



Partnership to facilitate species 
assessments and recommendations for 

regulation



Update to Illinois Exotic Weed Act

• Exotic bush honeysuckles (Lonicera maackii, Lonicera tatarica, 
Lonicera morrowii, and Lonicera fragrantissima)

• Exotic olives (Elaeagnus umbellata, Elaeagnus pungens, Elaeagnus 
angustifolia)

• Salt cedar (all members of the Tamarix genus)
• Poison hemlock (Conium maculatum)
• Giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum)
• Oriental bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus)
• Lesser celandine (Ficaria verna)
• Teasel (all members of the Dipsacus genus)
• Japanese, giant, and Bohemian knotweed (Fallopia japonica, syn. 

Polygonum cuspidatum; Fallopia sachalinensis; and Fallopia x 
bohemica)





Mapping/Data Collection



Invasive species new to Illinois since 
2005*    * Partial list

• Quagga mussel (2005)
• Reed mannagrass (2006)
• Emerald ash borer (2006)
• Giant hogweed (2006)
• Japanese chaff flower (2008)
• Brown marmorated stinkbug (2009)
• Small flower saltcedar (2012)
• Ranavirus (2012)
• White-nose syndrome (2013)
• Jumping worms (2015)



Emerald Ash Borer

*62 counties 
in 12 years



Brown Marmorated Stinkbug

*38 counties 
in 7 years



Jumping Worms

*11 counties 
in 3 years



Japanese Chaff Flower

*14 counties 
in 10 years



“Explosion of common species”



Japanese Stiltgrass
Distribution 





Amur Honeysuckle
Distribution





Cutleaf teasel Common teasel















Illinois Invasive Plant Phenology 
Observation Project





Phenology reports

• Observations are compiled each month and 
summarized by region

• Monthly report









Control Efforts



Strike Teams





Aerial Control Efforts







RCPP Project – $2.3 Million
Forest Management
Including Invasive Species



Taking it up a notch

• Find the best scale to do the work

• Plan ahead, involve many groups

• Focus statewide efforts on most impactful 
projects

– Coordination, data sharing, education

• Share resources to reduce redundancy

• Find ways to get the data you need







Questions


